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protruding stump.

"Oh, it's not that bad", Marie
replied. She was stretched out in
the middle of the vessel in a
bikini, soaking up as much sun as
possible.

"Oh, yes -mmph! We're having

-urg! just a wonderful -heave! -

time'", said Robert Brask, Martin's

%\\!‘ long term friend, as he strained

against the current to move another

inch upstream.

b.' STEPHAN OSBORNE "Oh, relax. We'll hit calm waters
in a couple of minutes."

Martin Ross was a tall, gawky, 16 year Martin and Robert groaned, looking

old. His hair was drab and unmanageable, in at each other. Marie giggled from

the unusual, unappealing shade of dark red. under her hat and sunglasses.

Being rather weak and uncoordinated, he turned But, Marie was right, for once.

his attention to intellectual pursuits They reached a wide, placid, slow
(pardon my language). When he entered the moving area. Martin and Robert hitched
Nu Sect's * powerful army in a beginner's the canoe up to a tree while Marie
recruiting program, he had hoped to get a set herself up on the beach. After

place for himself in nuclear fusion engineer- taking a brief dip to wash off the

ing. But this niche was already filled, and sweat, the two boys joined Marie.

he found himself placed in interstellar There was silence for a long time.
exploration. If I relax any more, Martin
Martin was indifferent to the.subject thought, I'll slip into a coma. The

at first, but the technical training appealed sun struck sparkles into his eyes,

to him. Throwing himself wholeheartedly scattered from intercepting the calm,
into the boiling vat of new knowledge, he rippling waters of the river. A
quickly learned the theory of a six-stage slight wind cooled his face as it
booster engine that would allow fast, self brushed from shadow to shadow. The
sustained space travel over a prolonged leaves of the summer trees rustled
period. softly, and tall grasses waved a

"Enjoying yourself?" Marie asked. gentle welcome to the wind as it

"As much as possible", Martin said in passed by. Puffy cotton dabbed at

a dark voice, grimacing as he pushed the the sky's unblinking blue eye, but

canoe away from a head on collision with a otherwise the unblemished face was clear.

e t owerful military faction formed a_ few
§2§r§“b§?8r8 %ﬁg ﬁegtructgon o% &erghan.
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et iy e —



Finally, Marie broke the silence "Honey, you have been in inter-

softly. §te11er training; and someone has
"Martin, do you know Senan Ostoff?" to do it."
"The guy who has my job?" "That little slime is trying to
"Yeah." get rid of me. The competition."
"Not personally." "He didn't say that. And he's
"That doesn't matter. He's made a nice person, in person. Personally

some weird kind of spaceship for inter- I don't think he was trying to

planetary travel." harm your person.'" She giggled.
"He has?'" Martin sat up suddenly. "Anywho, I'm coming with you."
"Yeah. And you're supposed to test "Oh. Well, in that case..."

3 1% WM , He was interrupted by a horde of
"It hasn't been tested? UH-UH!" rampaging quartz particles, from

He put his hand up as if to stop her the general direction of Roberp's

words from reaching his ears. '"Noooo (almost) placid form.

way. I"m not going on any ships with
unstable reactors." He started to back :O BE CONTINUED...

away from her.
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