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Carfoomsfs, writers, editors—

‘Young people with

this kind

a) a rock and roll AM station

b) a noun in an extraterrestrial lan-
Buage

¢) a monthly magazine written, edited,
and published by seven Morgan
Middle School students.

You are correct if you chose ¢), although
if you ask the WBIZ editors exactly what
kind of magazine they publish they may
disagree.

" “It's a cartoon magazine,” says Chris Jo-
seph, WBIZ editor-in-chief.

“It's a cartoon and story magazine,” says
WBIZ business editor Matthew Huntington,
who also writes the magazine's science fic-
tion saga, Neptune Base.

“It's a lot of things,” says Ben Bebko,
sports editor, who points out that recent
issues of the magazine included cartoons,
stories, surveys, sports scores, computer
graphics, games, drawings, and occasional
letters to the editor.

But most members of the WBIZ editorial
staff — which also includes Andy Beverly,
Travis Lewit, Sean Ross and Nathaniel Do-
nat — love to draw cartoons, and the maga-
zine “is a place to put our drawings,” says
Andy Beverly.

Before WBIZ, Andy, Chris, Travis, Na-
thaniel and Sean put their cartoons in note-
books, on homework assignments, on walls
— in short. almost anywhere they could
find. Andy filled four books with the ad-
ventures of Joe, his cartoon alter ego, and
Chris has created a whole family for his
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of talent’

~extraterrestrial siblings, Namon and Tark,

wwhich he began drawing in 1981.

Joe, Namon, and Tark now appear in
each WBIZ issue, along with Cheaster (a
dog) and The Oozles (furry little beasts),
drawn by Nathaniel Donat, and Wumby,
drawn by Travis Lewis.

Ideas for his characters’ continuing esca-
pades “just come out of my head,” says
Chris Joseph. The other artists agree. Plot
lines sometimes reflect television's influ-
ence — ‘“‘Where’s the beef?” is a popular
punch line — as well as the frustration and
humor of learning to use new technology.

For example, one of Sean Ross's cartoons
features a computer gone berserk; in an-
other, Chris Joseph’s Namon, shown walk-
ing to the beat of a Sony Walkman, com-
pletely misses his destination.

But the daily happenings at Morgan Mid-
dle School inspire Andy Beverly. He says,
“l try to use the jokes I hear at lunch.”
He also uses what he sees: one day at noon
the digital watches of four students beeped
simultaneously, and a few seconds later a
straggler's watch beeped. When Andy drew
the situation in his Joe series, the strag-
gler's face blushed, illustrating one more
of the limitless ways an adolescent can feel
ostracized.

Having a magazine home for his cartoon
characters is “almost too good to be true,”
says Chris, who has always wanted one. In
January, 1983, he penned most of the first
WBIZ issue, addmg a few of Andy Beverly's
cartoons. Other members of the WBIZ staff
came on board in the next few months and
since May. 1983, they have Publlshed the
magazine monthly,

And since that time the magazine has
been financially solvent — the Dark Star
Bookstore sells enough 45¢ copies to cover
the 30¢ per copy publishing expense.

Aside from some editorial and typing
assistance from Chris’s mother, the WBIZ
artists and writers receive, by choice, no
help from parents, school officials, or other
adults. “I like the responmblllty, says
Matthew Huntington, and, in an editorial,
Chris Joseph wrote: “We young adults are
learning drawing, business management,
how to handle money, wriling qlnlls and
how to_bring entertainment to lives.”

The staff members agree that WBIZ,
although not now a money-making propo-
sition, 'is well worth the effort.

“It's fun,” says Travis Lewis.

“T like trying to make people laugh,”
says Andy Beverly.

“1 like being a part of it,”” says Ben Beb-
ko, “because it’s unusual to see young peo-
ple with this kind of talent.”

—Diane Chiddister




WBIZ KIDS - from left to right ANDY BEVERLY, SEAN ROSS, MATTHEW HUNTINGTION,

BOB BEKO, CHRIS JOSEPH, and TRAVIS LEWIS

FROM
THE SoCcEsS
oF%
ROVIES
. UKg

B
, ToOTs\E
VACTIoW
RETURK OF TuE
JeO L
ST AR WARS

ITRIPES
AR PLANE
TERMS OF
ENOE ARMENT
"JAWNT
PoL\CE ACADUNY
GHOETRLSTERS
RADERS 6F
THE LOST ARK
GREMUNS
TIARTREK
R ST LB L
COULD WE AAKE

MOV\E ON NA Mo
‘ruE 'H.EBt‘t”

éﬁf‘a ‘fed qowe

-

s 4{/./;;%5

X
N,

e e
% LA
Iwss

o

R==
v
- §. E
A :E'.{:'
.!\\-‘- -

2
i v
-
ol

¢

!l" ". ) -'-- _ :
A _ .. T”‘—\
..

2

l /,J‘/#‘?
Z
\ S

e e

i{gr

N

Y eaard 2

=




“— FA

a e -

2YX00ZOANM
WARRIORS, HAUB LANDED
< fdwzﬁm NE COTIATIVG

f 7
7

| THe

CANT HUNMT U
W RETURN.

VD THEY AREN

Not POuvek
BHOVSH T8 567

1 GOT EVEN wITH
THAT JERK BIT I
STILL WANT ReVENE
ONTHAT MITSY FOR

SHAVING ME DURWG
THE SUMMERS

S HE

-

ARHAI @Wo | [DORN/ LOOK MHAT
HAR REMOVER (S H}an\\‘i‘g‘& THAT MVT DIP/
s T RIGA TRAP e MR/ | Lo HAIR /1
HE'R. PARTY @a A\“i{;‘g a ;’L
QR ‘k \‘\ 3 /// "?
‘\)\ \ T::{ ;
G| | Dl&

WitL CTHEASTER
BE CAVGHT? SEE
THE NEXT EPISODE

OF CHEASTER

WHAT Wikt 7 [HELLO ANIMAL convTREL

RRE T know ««- AVND THE DOG T
&AT B b0 avd. N [TQK IS LOsG WITH

RABIES AND I5-VERY

WELL yEyER BE
BOTHERED By HIM acaw) [LANCEROVS [l

N _f
£ i

WO Surk £ 2y




)
1z
|
5
&
_Bn_
o)
&G
9




STEPHAN OSBORNE

[Martin - a 16 year old member of
the Nu.Sect's Army interstellar explor-
ation program - has been chosen to test
Senan Ostoff's weird new interplanetary
spaceship. Martin and Marie, his close
friend, approach the strange white and
orange shipl

CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH

rtin stood before the entmance

portal of the ship, gazing thoughtfully
—
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into the small compartment that was the
cockpit.

*C'mon, Martin. You've been gazing
thoughtfully -long enough, and plenty of
time to get cold feet. If we die, we..."
She %tdpped as Martin's helmeted face
whirleq in her direction. She shoved
him, and he stumbled into the cabin.

It was exactly the same as the room
he had drilled in, but Marie eyed it
with interest.

"You don't know all this gadgetry?"

"This is a relatively low budget
operation. The less time used teaching
sorieone, the less money used."

Martin grunted. "That makes sense.
I1f you spend billions of dollars on some-
thing that blows up before it reaches the
launchpad, what good does it do you?"

"Exactly." Her voice said, far off.

Martin sﬁitched on the radio con-
nected to mission control.

"Mission C?" he called through it.

"Yo! Hi!, Martin!™ said a familiar
voice.

"Robert?"

"You betcha. I'm the drill director.
I1'11 be ordering you around. OK, T minus
11:01:00." His voice was directed at
someone else. "Cue the liquid helium!"

Martin was occupied for the next
11 hours, and 39 seconds running tests and
operating sections of the ship. There was
not much fuel needed, but there was a big
fuss wﬁen an oxfgen leak was found in the

hydrogen tank.
Relative to the amount of LOy used

by a typical space shdt, the quantity of
hydrogen is pifflingly small. But in a

fusion reactor, the heat of the hydrogen



is so great, if oxygen had leaked in,

the hydrogen would ignite, destroy the

reactor, and ergo, the ship.
This caused some nervousness in

Martin, and as he glanced around at the

|-

indicator dials, he could see that some-

thing else was terribly wrong.
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Suddenly he was aware of the count-

down.

"1hiuiw «1BwnnlZi callioeeT@n M
Calm down, he thought. Might be
nervousness. Find what's wrong, pinpoint
it
He saw the dial.
s S

Panic!

i1}
"Wait a minute!'" he screamed.

TO BE CONTINUED
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET THE NEXT TWELVE (12) ISSUES DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

SEND CHECK or MONEY ORDER tos W B I Z MAGAZINE

301 N. High Street

Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387
All checks payable to Chris Joseph (Editor) to above address.

YES! I would like to receive 12 issues of WBIZ Magazine! Payment enclosed.
NAME

ADDRESS only

$5.00 ¢
. 00 for 12 honthg!
- $7.00 out of town

STATE ZIP CODE




