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SuaMary of past issues; 

Jaaes Hunt and Ben'jara 

Hussein, both lieutendants each 

in ce .. and of a small intercepter 

s~adron, were escortin~ _ Miss 

Heild, a Loyalty Agent, on an 

eutpost check when a turned off 

beacon told them of the attack 

en the base (a Loyalty Agent's 

duties ar~ to ~ check the welfare 

and loyalty of the troops, 

eften spying in order to do so). 

Hurrying towards the depbt, the 

closest building, in an araed 

hove~craft, they are attacked 

by an APC's escort, both space­

craft. By hammering t he escort 

in one place,they ~rride the 

shields and kn•ck the two ships ~ 

together grounding them, but 

not without dama,e to themselve~ 

Leaving the damaged hovercraft, 

they walk a dista'fte..t before 

a laser ahot hits behind them. 

The :st.Gry; 

James spun and dropped to the 

~round and fired his rifle at 

the enemy- alien n•madic warrier1 

known as Elstars in light infantry 

gear. They exchanged fire for 

a little while- both rarely 

coming clese since the Elstars 

were ailes away behind a ridge on 

a hill when aome Elstar hovercraft 

(with shields came up to reenforce 

the infantrymen. As the 'crafts 

started advancing, a small projec~ 

ile hit the hill about 100 yards 

away. The tanks dis ;.appeared. 

So did the troops. So did the 

face of the hill. 

As a aushroom cloud sta~to 

develop, James turned around, 

net surprised to see Ben and 

his ro.cket launcher, which 

leoked similar to a direct fire 

mor~ar in spite of the fact it 

shot 1 kileton nuclear shells. 

"Where's Miss Heild?" James 



asked . They quicKly- found her 

behind a rock, hiding. They 

said nothing but helped her up. 

"Let's go," said Ben "those 

hovarcraft must have come from 

someplace." 

They had gone for about an hen~ 

hiciin~ ence from a courrier-,~~ 

f ought before, when they reached 

a large plain. Halfway across 

it, the same courrier-escort 

they had seen before loomed up 

behind them. Just as it had them 

in its sights, a lar~e laser­

sighted missle hit it. From 

the light of the explosion , 

t}1~v could ••• a gigantic dome. 

- ' 

They had reached the dome. 
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[Martin - a 16 year old member of 
the Nu Sect's Army interstellar explor­
ation program - has been chosen to test 
Senan Ostoff ' s we ird new interplanetary 
spaceship . Martin and Marie , his close 
friend, approach the strange white and 
orange ship . 

During the countdown , Martin begins 
to realize that something else i s ~trange , 

beside~ the ship . ] 

CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH 

"fJBORT," said the computer screen 

in front of Martin . 

" I ha t e you, " he said to it . "What 

are you waiting for , cri tical mass?" 

"\~hat ' s the problem?" Marie a sked . 

Distant ly, Marti1 '·.heard the news 

channel l ef t open for int erviews commenting 

upon the amount of time l ef t when the 

computer stopped, . 53 seconds . 

. Hartin pointed to the di a l. "Thi s 

i s the amount of liquid helium l eft in the 

cooling system ." 

Marie ' s face paled . " 7 .6 liters and 

dropping ! •: 

"We ' ve got a l eak in the coo]-ing 

system, " Mar tin said t o Mission Control . 

@ I.J~t~ J(.)LI.f -el<..j 

Robert ' s voice was surprised and 

relieved. "We 'll ge t right on it, Martin ." 

Martin listened to the news channel . 

soon it crackled and reque s ted an interview . 

"Hokay," he answered . 

" Our sources say you stopped the 

countdown for a liquid helium l eak ." 

"True. " 

"Could you explain how this would 
' damage the ship?" 

"Marie?" l-1artin asked . 

She spoke at the r ad i o pick- up. 

"Hokay . See, like, our engine i s called 

a fusion reactor. Tha t ' s t aking hydrogen 

atoms and fusing them together t o make 

helium . This is the process that theoret­

ically takes place in the sun ' s core, and 

causes a lot of heat , temperatures being 

around 80 million degrees Kelvin ." 

"Wow, " said the newsman . 

"You betcha . So the cooling system 

wouldn 't work with water, because it ' s too 

warm , 273 . 16 degrees Kelvin ." 

" What exactly i s Ke lvin? '" 

"0 degrees Kelvin is the point at 

which matter slows t o a stop, and ceases 

to exist ." 
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"Ho-w . So you use liquid heliun instead? 

Hm,· warm is it?" 

"About Lr degrees Kelvin ." 

"Okay, thanks . So, Harr y , what do 

you think ... " 

Marie switched them off as Mission Control 

crackled on to tell them they ' d try again in 

a couple of minutes . 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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